Restaurant Activity Report—Lead Report R E S TA U RAN T

Current Real Estate Transactions, Leases Signed, Ownership ACTIVITY REPOR
Changes, and Business Brokerage Activity. —Est.1998—

For restaurant contact information, please call Restaurant Activity Report at (315) 790-8151.

Gemeli
28 Hendersonville Rd. Anthony Cerrato Location Type: Independent
Asheville, NC 28803 Managing Partner Lead Type: Relocation
www.gemelli.restaurant Est. Opening Date: Jan. 15,2026  Average Check: $20 to $50

Publication Date: Nov. 11, 2025 Menu Type: Pizza/ltalian

Summary: Gemelli ltalian Eatery, owned by Chef Anthony Cerrato, will relocate from the Westgate
Shopping Center to 28 Hendersonville Rd, Asheville, North Carolina 28803, in Biltmore Village.
Expected to open between November 2025 and spring 2026, the new location will feature the
restaurant's classic Italian American menu along with a gelateria serving house-made gelato and
coffee, plus a chef's table dining experience. The kitchen will continue under Executive Chef Gabe
Cerrato and Chef de Cuisine Chuck Baudendistle.

The Sounder
5400 Oleander Dr. Grant Steadman Location Type: Independent
Wilmington, NC 28403 Owner Lead Type: New Opening
Est. Opening Date: Dec. 20, 2025  Average Check: $20 to $50
Publication Date: Nov. 11, 2025 Menu Type: American

Summary: The Sounder, a new coastal-inspired restaurant, is set to open next month, with owner
Grant Steadman (founder of Flying Machine Brewing Company) targeting a soft opening in December
2025. Located at 5400 Oleander Drive in Wilmington, the former home of Hops Supply Co., the
restaurant is completing renovations that include updating major systems and brightening the interior
with coastal aesthetics. Steadman and Executive Chef Jason Burrows are developing a menu focused
on fresh, approachable, and elevated local seafood, with Burrows planning seasonal changes based on
local availability. The Sounder will serve lunch and dinner daily, weekend brunch, and a late-night bar
menu, aiming to be a community gathering spot that celebrates the coastal lifestyle. Notably, the
restaurant plans to source oysters from Salt Street Oyster Company, an oyster farm cofounded by the
owner.

Cocotte Bakery

245 Beacon Town Dr. Alexandre Darbusset Location Type: Regional

Huntersville, NC 28078 Owner Lead Type: New Opening

www.cocottebakery.com Est. Opening Date: Mar. 24, 2026 Average Check: $20 and Under
Publication Date: Nov. 11, 2025 Menu Type: Bakery/Coffee/Snacks

Summary: Cocotte Bakery will open its second location in spring 2026 at The Holbrook, 245 Beacon
Town Dr, Huntersville, North Carolina 28078. The French bakery will bring its signature authentic
pastries, artisan breads, and specialty coffee to the new space, continuing its focus on classic French
techniques and warm cafe hospitality.


https://www.gemelli.restaurant/
https://www.cocottebakery.com/
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Bae’s Burgers

22 Union St. N. Fabian Elmes Location Type: Regional

Concord, NC 28025 Co-Owners Lead Type: New Opening

www.baesburgers.com Est. Opening Date: Jan. 10, 2026 Average Check: $20 and Under
Publication Date: Nov. 11, 2025 Menu Type: Hamburgers

Summary: Bae's Burgers, owned by Fabian Elmes and Claire Connelly, will open its second location in
early 2026 at The District Exchange, 22 Union St N, Concord, North Carolina 28025. The 900 sqft
restaurant will feature the same menu as its Mooresville flagship, including smashburgers, chicken
sandwiches, patty melts, veggie burgers, and garlic parmesan fries, with plans to eventually add
soft-serve. The Concord spot will emphasize a to-go model while maintaining the brand's creative
design and vibrant aesthetic, rounding out The District Exchange's lineup as its third anchor tenant.

East of Texas

318 Blackwell St. Claire Calvin Location Type: Regional
Suite #100 Owner Lead Type: New Opening
Durham, NC 27701 Est. Opening Date: Apr. 1, 2026 Average Check: $20 to $50
www.east-of-texas-wsnc.com Publication Date: Nov. 11, 2025 Menu Type: American

Summary: East of Texas is planning to open a new foodservice operation in Durham, North Carolina.
The new location will be situated in an existing restaurant space at 318-100 Blackwell St. East of Texas
is a vibrant, open-air restaurant and hang-out spot that offers Tex-Mex BBQ, margaritas, and more,
welcoming both kids and dogs with ample outside space for relaxing and playing. We will update as
more details emerge.

GoFresh 365 Hot Pot

2737 NC Highway 55 Vincent Wen Location Type: Independent
Cary, NC 27519 Owner Lead Type: New Opening
Est. Opening Date: Mar. 1, 2026 Average Check: $20 and Under
Publication Date: Nov. 11, 2025 Menu Type: Asian

Summary: Source reported that GoFresh 365 Hot Pot, a new foodservice operation, is planning to
open a restaurant at 2737 NC Highway 55 in Cary, North Carolina 27519. Owned by Vincent Wen, the
business has submitted plans for renovations to transform the existing 2,526 sqft space into a new
restaurant.


https://www.baesburgers.com/
https://www.east-of-texas-wsnc.com/
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All Day Darling

Oakley Location Type: Regional

Asheville, NC 28803 Lead Type: New Opening
Est. Opening Date: Dec. 6, 2025 Average Check: $20 to $50
Publication Date: Nov. 6, 2025 Menu Type: Classic//Varied

Summary: All Day Darling, the popular Montford neighborhood cafe, is expanding with a new location
coming soon to Oakley, Asheville, North Carolina 28803. The new spot will build on the original's
all-day brunch concept—featuring coffee, pastries, sandwiches, and seasonal comfort fare—while
introducing expanded dinner service and a full bar. An exact opening date has not yet been announced.

Chorizo
1 Page Ave. Location Type: Independent
Unit 139 Lead Type: New Opening
Asheville, NC 28801 Est. Opening Date: Dec. 7, 2025 Average Check: $20 and Under
www.chorizonc.com Publication Date: Nov. 6, 2025 Menu Type: Latin American

Summary: Fatman's Kitchen, owned by Antonio and Misty Wall, is targeting an opening the week
before Thanksgiving at 3944 Vintage Rd, Lilesville, North Carolina 28091. Evolving from their food truck
into a full-service restaurant seating about 250 guests, the family-run eatery will serve fried ribs, lamb
chops, wings, fried fish, and salmon bites.

Bagel Boss
28 Harnett St. Alex Rosner Location Type: Franchise
Wilmington, NC 28401 COO, Supervisor, Training Lead Type: New Opening
WWW., | .com Est. Opening Date: Mar. 31, 2026 Average Check: $20 and Under

Publication Date: Nov. 6, 2025 Menu Type: Bakery/Coffee/Snacks

Summary: Bagel Boss Wilmington is gearing up to bring authentic New York bagels and more to
Wilmington, North Carolina, with a target opening date of March or April 2026. Located at 28 Harnett
St., the shop will offer fresh, bagels that are boiled and baked daily, house-made spreads, breakfast
sandwiches, and hot coffee. Construction is starting soon, and the business is documenting the journey
on its social media page as it prepares to serve the community.


https://www.chorizonc.com/
https://www.bagelboss.com/
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Laurel Park

4201 Congress St. Location Type: Independent

Charlotte, NC 28209 Lead Type: New Opening

www.laurelparkclt.com Est. Opening Date: Nov. 23, 2025  Average Check: $20 to $50
Publication Date: Nov. 6, 2025 Menu Type: Bar & Grill/Pub

Summary: Laurel Park, an elevated yet approachable restaurant and patio bar, will open later this fall at
4201 Congress St, Charlotte, North Carolina 28209, taking over the former Village Tavern space.
Managed by Dan McCormick with Chef Brett Faldstein leading the kitchen, the restaurant will serve
New American cuisine with international influences, featuring dishes like duck barbacoa empanadas,
pasta, a bistro filet, ube cheesecake, and a s'mores tart. Laurel Park will source beef from Brasstown
Beef and use locally grown produce for its seasonal menu. An exact opening date has not yet been
announced.

Lewis Barbecue

2300 Atlantic Ave. Ben Garbee Location Type: Regional
Salvage Yard at Raleigh Iron Works  Manager Lead Type: New Opening
Raleigh, NC 27604 Est. Opening Date: Dec. 15, 2025 Average Check: $20 to $50
www.lewisbarbecue.com Publication Date: Nov. 6, 2025 Menu Type: BBQ

Summary: Lewis Barbecue, the nationally recognized, acclaimed Texas-style barbecue restaurant
founded by pitmaster John Lewis, is expanding into Raleigh, North Carolina. Known for its legendary
brisket and smokehouse craft, Lewis Barbecue will open in the Salvage Yard section of the Raleigh Iron
Works district at 2300 Atlantic Avenue. The restaurant will occupy 8,276 sqft and feature a large 1,625
sqft commercial smokehouse to prepare its iconic slow-smoked meats and classic Southern sides..

Saigon Kitchen

321 S. Blount St. Loan Tran Location Type: Independent

Raleigh, NC 27601 Owner Lead Type: New Opening

www.saigonkitchenraleigh.com Est. Opening Date: Nov. 20, 2025 Average Check: $20 and Under
Publication Date: Nov. 6, 2025 Menu Type: Asian

Summary: Saigon Kitchen, a new restaurant operation owned by Loan Tran, is planning to open this
November 2025 in the former "Mofu Shoppe" space located at 321 South Blount St., Raleigh, North
Carolina 27601.


https://www.laurelparkclt.com/
https://www.lewisbarbecue.com/
https://www.saigonkitchenraleigh.com/

